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Motivation Letter concerning the candidacy for the position of Treasurer of the 
European Heart Rhythm Association - Tatjana S. Potpara 
 

 
 
 
Dear EHRA Member, 
 
It is deeply honouring for me to be a candidate for the position of Treasurer in the European 
Heart Rhythm Association Board. This is the first time that an EHRA member from my country 
runs for a Board position.     
 
Building on the continuous efforts of its membership, EHRA has grown to the most relevant 
heart rhythm association in Europe that successfully meets increasing requirements in the 
field of cardiac arrhythmias. It is the responsibility of EHRA Board to sustain these high-quality 
achievements and secure further development. In case of being elected, I would commit all 
my capacities to contribute to this task and justify the trust and honour I was granted.  
 
With a 25-year clinical experience at a large academic hospital - the Clinical Centre of Serbia, 
I serve as Head of the Department for arrhythmia intensive care and run a busy outpatient 
arrhythmia clinic. As an Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine/Cardiology at Belgrade 
University School of Medicine, I am involved in teaching at the undergraduate and 
postgraduate level, also serving as member of a PhD Collegium, University of Modena, Italy. 
My main research areas involve cardiac arrhythmias, particularly AF (published over 150 
PubMed-indexed full papers, with a total IF of >800, participating in the national research 
projects, international RCTs and other international multidisciplinary projects – eg, the INTER-
AF and AF-SCREEN and delivering invited lectures at major cardiology meetings including the 
ESC and EHRA Congress). Also, I serve as a Section Editor in the “Thrombosis Haemostasis” 
and Advisory/Editorial Board member of the “Heart” and “Nature Scientific Reports”.  
 
My collaboration network involves most countries in Europe, as well as the US, Canada, 
Australia and Asia. Currently, I serve as the Chairperson of the ESC EurObservational Research 
Programme (EORP) AF III registry and the EORP AF Long-Term Registry Executive Committee 
member / the National Coordinator for Serbia.  
 
These activities complement my dedication towards integrating the underrepresented 
countries in South-Eastern Europe into the ESC/EHRA research and other activities and 
strengthening the international collaboration. For that purpose, on behalf of the Serbian AF 
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Association, I have organized an international, multidisciplinary survey on AF in seven Balkan 
countries (Albania, Bosnia&Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Montenegro, Romania and 
Serbia), which provided important insights into AF management in this part of Europe and 
encouraged the participation of these countries in EORP AF registries. To facilitate local 
interaction with leading international AF experts, the Serbian AF Association organized two 
international multidisciplinary meetings endorsed by the Serbian Cardiology Society 
(Thromboprophylaxis in AF 2014 and 2015, Belgrade, Serbia), each attended by more than 
500 participants from the South-Eastern countries.   
 
Regarding my involvement and experience in professional organizations, I currently serve as 
president of the Serbian AF Association (since 2012) and a vice-president of the Serbian 
Cardiology Society (since 2016; during 2013-2015 I chaired the WG on Cardiac Arrhythmias). 
Also, I am a Fellow of the ESC and the ESC WG Thrombosis, Cardiac Cellular Electrophysiology 
and ESC Council of Stroke member; since 2016 I serve as a member the ESC Editors’ Network. 
Since 2013, I actively participate in the work of EHRA, serving as the EHRA Scientific Initiatives 
Committee member (2014-20150 and co-chair (2016-2017) and the Scientific Documents 
Committee member (2017 to present).    
 
These activities provided a basis for my appreciation of the EHRA structure and function, and 
how numerous individual contributions integrate into the high-quality work. There is a 
potential for further EHRA growth and strengthening of its role in integrating the professional, 
educational, health economy and policy-related aspects of the management of cardiac 
arrhythmias and standardizing the heart rhythm management strategies at international level 
by promoting the implementation of current knowledge and research progress. This can be 
further facilitated via enhanced involvement and visibility of all EHRA members willing to 
contribute, especially the young physicians in training, female electrophysiologists and 
arrhythmia specialists from the less well represented geographic regions. Maintaining and 
diversifying a continuous interaction among EHRA members in all EHRA activities would 
secure its further growth and development. 
  
The perspective to personally contribute to the preservation of the impressive legacy and 
actively participate in the future EHRA activities is a great honour that needs to be justified 
by investing all individual capacities, energy, creativity and enthusiasm into these important 
tasks. Knowing that lots of personal dedication, perseverance and maturity is required to 
realize such goals in practice, at this point of my career, I feel that I am up to this task.  
 
They say the enthusiasm is contagious - let us be the carriers! 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Dr Tatjana S. Potpara 


